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raptors, a Little Eagle, Brown Falcon, Whistling Kite and 
Brown Goshawk. 

We tried the back paddock area for Speckled Warbler but 
the high winds made listening for calls near-on impossible. 
Jack Parrington did get a great view of a Sacred Kingfisher 
and after tracking it down again, gave everyone good looks.

We returned to the BBQ area at 12.30pm (yes Millie, I was 
30 minutes late). As I said before, it was a great spread 
and great to chat with the other 50 members who attended 
the BBQ. I do need to congratulate my kids for coming 
along and lasting the three hour walk (8km) without much 
annoyance to me, and with their keen eyes, picking up a 
Nankeen Kestrel. After lunch, most of the group left but 
a few of us went for another walk towards the Ranger’s 
station but not picking up much more to the list. Dusky 
Woodswallow and Crested Shrike-tit were the highlights 
here. We were hoping to track down White-winged Triller 
but failed. The overall day total of 53 species was great in 
the trying conditions. 

BirdLife Melbourne members annual BBQ at 
Woodlands Historic Park
by Philip Peel
On 15 October, about 50 BirdLife Melbourne members got 
together for lunch and a day’s birding at the Woodlands 
Historic Park in Greenvale. Philip Peel led the birding and 
tells us of the day’s events.

It was a bloody ripper at our annual BBQ on 15 October 
2016, organised extremely well by Millie Scicluna! She did 
have some great help from her mum Mel, and Adriana. 
They cooked up a banquet and everyone enjoyed the great 
spread! My only job was to lead the walk which isn’t too 
tough … Saves me cooking the BBQ, so I agreed post-haste! 

We started at the Somerton Road carpark where we 
picked up Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo, Rufous Whistler and 
Peregrine Falcon being the highlights, with other species 
abundant, for example Tree Martins and Red-rumped 
Parrots. 

From here we car-pooled to Providence Road where we 
searched in vain for robins! I haven’t been to Woodlands 
before without seeing some, but today we missed them all 
(although Alan Crawford had a female Flame and Susan 
Kruss had a male Red-capped). We did have lots of thornbill 
species with Yellow-rumped, Striated, Yellow, Brown and 
Weebill making good showings. We also had views of 
Brown-headed Honeyeaters and a very obliging Shining 
Bronze-Cuckoo. 

We walked along the geriatric fence line where some 
observers in front heard and saw a flycatcher, which 
after prolonged views turned out to be a Satin ... A new 
woodlands bird for me! Also along here we had four 

Satin Flycatcher

Again, a huge thanks to Millie for the well organised event 
and thanks to everyone for putting in an appearance and 
enjoying the beautiful but windy Melbourne spring weather.

Ebird List: http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S32042376

Philip is a committee member and the BirdLife Melbourne 
Activities Coordinator.

Sacred Kingfisher
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Activities Calendar

Thursday 
1 December 
2016

Photography Group 
Meeting

Dinner, break-up and slide show at Fitzroy. 
For details contact Peter, 9435 4249 or teacherpeterb@gmail.com

Saturday 
3 December 
2016

Boneseeding & 
Birding

You Yangs Regional Park. Meet at 10am in the car park just past the Park Office, approximately 300m 
from the Branch Road entrance to the park. Melway Key Map Page 11 C12. Until late afternoon, the day is 
spent birding and removing the invasive weed Boneseed. Bring all you need for a normal days birding plus 
gardening gloves and a trowel for Boneseed removal. Contact Merrilyn, 9889 4924 or  
merrilyn@wirejunkie.com

Sunday 
4 December 
2016

Yellingbo Birdwalk

Note early start 
time, October to 
March.

Yellingbo Reserve. Melway 305 G11. Take Warburton Hwy to Woori Yallock, turn right to Yellingbo. At 
Yellingbo, turn right towards Seville, then left into Macclesfield Rd. After 2.5km turn right at large pine 
trees. Gate opens 9am, walk starts 9.30am. Due to Parks Victoria operational requirements the 
gate wil be closed at 9.30am and not opened until after Bird Call at approximately 2pm. Toilets 
available. Bring lunch and gumboots. Contact Maryanne, 0402 283 080 or onlyme53@bigpond.com

Thursday 
8 December 
2016

Carlton Monthly 
Meeting

Note earlier start 
time

7.30pm at BirdLife Australia National Office, 60 Leicester Street, Carlton. Plenty of free street parking 
nearby.  
Guest Speaker: Golo Maurer. Subject: Key Biodiversity Areas - the successor to IBAs. Tea and coffee 
served after the meeting with time to chat with other attendees. Contact Phil, kbutlerppeel@bigpond.com 

Tuesday  
13 December 
2016

Weekdays Outing Ruffy Lake Park, Doncaster. 10am to 3pm. Leader: Diane Tweeddale. Melway 33 F10. From George 
Street turn into The Boulevarde and park near toilets at picnic grounds. Contact Diane, 9836 8692 or 
melbourne@birdlife.org.au.

Sunday 
1 January 2017

ETP Survey Eastern Treatment Plant, Bangholme. Meet at 9am for a survey that will continue until the evening. The 
survey is carried out by 4WD. Numbers are restricted and booking is essential. Survey date may change at 
short notice due to operational constraints. Participants must wear suitable full covered clothing (hat, long 
sleeves, long trousers and suitable footwear) and bring lunch and water. Leader is Mike Carter. Contact 
Mike, 03 5977 1262 (NB: new number).

Saturday 
21 January 
2017

Photography Group 
Outing

Location TBA when decided. 
For details contact Peter, 9435 4249 or teacherpeterb@gmail.com

Sunday 
22 January 
2017

ETP Survey Eastern Treatment Plant, Bangholme. Meet at 9am for a survey that will continue until the evening. The 
survey is carried out by 4WD. Numbers are restricted and booking is essential. Survey date may change at 
short notice due to operational constraints. Participants must wear suitable full covered clothing (hat, long 
sleeves, long trousers and suitable footwear) and bring lunch and water. Leader is Mike Carter. Contact 
Mike, 03 5977 1262 (NB: new number).

Tuesday 
24 January 
2017

Balwyn Monthly 
Meeting

8pm at Balwyn Community Centre, 412 Whitehorse Rd, Balwyn. Melway 46 F8. Good on-site parking at rear 
of venue. Guest Speaker: Sonja Ross. Subject: My birding year. Member’s Topic: Bill Ramsay - Some birds 
and beasts of Speyside Scotland. Stay for supper and a chat after the meeting. Contact Bill, 9803 1493 
or melbourne@birdlife.org.au 

Saturday 
28 January 
2017

Beginners’ Outing Point Cook Coastal Park. Meet at 10am in the Beach Picnic area, second car park on left near toilets. 
Melway 199 E3. Contact Hazel, 9876 3712 or melbourne@birdlife.org.au

Sunday 
5 February 
2017

Yellingbo Birdwalk

Note early start 
time, October to 
March.

Yellingbo Reserve. Melway 305 G11. Take Warburton Hwy to Woori Yallock, turn right to Yellingbo. At 
Yellingbo, turn right towards Seville, then left into Macclesfield Rd. After 2.5km turn right at large pine 
trees. Gate opens 9am, walk starts 9.30am. Due to Parks Victoria operational requirements the 
gate wil be closed at 9.30am and not opened until after Bird Call at approximately 2pm. Toilets 
available. Bring lunch and gumboots. Contact Maryanne, 0402 283 080 or onlyme53@bigpond.com

Tuesday  
14 February 
2017

Weekdays Outing Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne. 10am to 3pm. Leader: David Plant. Melway 2G B10, Gate H. Coins 
needed for Alexandra Avenue parking meters. Tram, train and bus close to gardens. Toilets available. 
CARRY LUNCH. Contact Diane, 9836 8692 or melbourne@birdlife.org.au.

Saturday 
18 February 
2017

Photography Group 
Outing

Location TBA when decided. 
For details contact Peter, 9435 4249 or teacherpeterb@gmail.com

Saturday 
25 February 
2017

Beginners’ Outing Yan Yean Reservoir Park. Meet at 10am. Enter from Recreation Road, then turn left and park near first 
toilets. Melway 391 D1. Contact Hazel, 9876 3712 or melbourne@birdlife.org.au

Activities for BirdLife Melbourne December 2016 to March 2017
This calendar includes field activities for BirdLife Melbourne including the meetings held at Balwyn and Carlton. Should 
you have any ideas for an activity, or would like to volunteer as a leader, please contact the BirdLife Melbourne  
Activities Coordinator, Philip Peel at kbutlerppeel@bigpond.com or on 0499 169 500. Please note that outing and event 
details may be subject to change. Check the BirdLife Melbourne page on the BirdLife Australia website for the most up to 
date details.
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Sunday 
26 February 
2017

ETP Survey Eastern Treatment Plant, Bangholme. Meet at 9am for a survey that will continue until the evening. The 
survey is carried out by 4WD. Numbers are restricted and booking is essential. Survey date may change at 
short notice due to operational constraints. Participants must wear suitable full covered clothing (hat, long 
sleeves, long trousers and suitable footwear) and bring lunch and water. Leader is Mike Carter. Contact 
Mike, 03 5977 1262 (NB: new number).

Tuesday 
28 February 
2017

Balwyn Monthly 
Meeting

8pm at Balwyn Community Centre, 412 Whitehorse Rd, Balwyn. Melway 46 F8. Good on-site parking at 
rear of venue. Guest Speaker: Rowan Mott. Subject: Year-round movements and foraging ecology of 
Frigatebirds breeding off north-western Australia. Member’s Topic: John Young - Never give up!. Stay for 
supper and a chat after the meeting. Contact Bill, 9803 1493 or melbourne@birdlife.org.au 

Saturday 
4 March 2017

Boneseeding & 
Birding

You Yangs Regional Park. Meet at 10am in the car park just past the Park Office, approximately 300m 
from the Branch Road entrance to the park. Melway Key Map Page 11 C12. Until late afternoon, the day is 
spent birding and removing the invasive weed Boneseed. Bring all you need for a normal days birding plus 
gardening gloves and a trowel for Boneseed removal. Contact Carolyn, carolyn144@ihug.com.au

Sunday  
5 March 2017

Yellingbo Birdwalk

Note early start 
time, October to 
March.

Yellingbo Reserve. Melway 305 G11. Take Warburton Hwy to Woori Yallock, turn right to Yellingbo. At 
Yellingbo, turn right towards Seville, then left into Macclesfield Rd. After 2.5km turn right at large pine 
trees. Gate opens 9am, walk starts 9.30am. Due to Parks Victoria operational requirements the 
gate wil be closed at 9.30am and not opened until after Bird Call at approximately 2pm. Toilets 
available. Bring lunch and gumboots. Contact Maryanne, 0402 283 080 or onlyme53@bigpond.com

Monday  
6 March 2017

Weekdays Outing Brimbank Park, Keilor East. 10am to 3pm. Leader: Elsmaree Baxter. Melway 14 J9. Enter from Keilor Park 
Drive and park close to visitor centre/toilets. Contact Diane, 9836 8692 or melbourne@birdlife.org.au.

Saturday 
18 March 2017

Photography Group 
Outing

Location TBA when decided. 
For details contact Peter, 9435 4249 or teacherpeterb@gmail.com

Saturday 
25 March 2017

Beginners’ Outing Lillydale Lake. Meet at 10am in the first or second car park on left off Swansea Road. Melway 38 G7. 
Contact Hazel, 9876 3712 or melbourne@birdlife.org.au

Sunday 
26 March 2017

ETP Survey Eastern Treatment Plant, Bangholme. Meet at 9am for a survey that will continue until the evening. The 
survey is carried out by 4WD. Numbers are restricted and booking is essential. Survey date may change at 
short notice due to operational constraints. Participants must wear suitable full covered clothing (hat, long 
sleeves, long trousers and suitable footwear) and bring lunch and water. Leader is Mike Carter. Contact 
Mike, 03 5977 1262 (NB: new number).

Monday  
27 March 2017

Weekdays Outing Coolart Wetlands and Homestead, Somers. 10am to 3pm. Leader: Pat Bingham. Melway 193 H9. Meet in car 
park. Toilets available. Contact Diane, 9836 8692 or melbourne@birdlife.org.au.

Tuesday 
28 March 2017

Balwyn Monthly 
Meeting and 
Annual General 
Meeting

8pm at Balwyn Community Centre, 412 Whitehorse Rd, Balwyn. Melway 46 F8. Good on-site parking at rear 
of venue. The BirdLife Melbourne AGM will be held prior to the Guest Speaker.  
Guest Speaker & Subject: TBA. Stay for supper and a chat after the meeting. Contact Bill, 9803 1493 or 
melbourne@birdlife.org.au 

BirdLife Melbourne Committee
President: Alan Crawford 
Vice President: Mark Hall 
Secretary: Vivianna Iatrou-Miritis 
Treasurer: Greg Hempenstall 
Committee Members: Ron Garrett, Owen Lishmund, 
Rhys Makdissi, Philip Peel, Scot Sharman 
Activities Coordinator: Philip Peel 
Newsletter Editors: Adriana Bianchi and Emily Scicluna 
Blog Editor: Adriana Bianchi

All the above can be contacted by email at  
melbourne@birdlife.org.au

This newsletter is published quarterly, in March, June, 
September and December by BirdLife Melbourne – the 
Melbourne branch of BirdLife Australia. Contributions 
for the next issue are due 20 January 2017 and can be 
emailed to bianchiadriana8@gmail.com. Any ideas for 
future newsletter stories or contributions are welcome.

BirdLife Melbourne is now on Twitter and Facebook. We 
also have a blog reporting on all BirdLife Melbourne 
activities and more at  
www.birdlifemelbourne@wordpress.com.
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Other news

On 18 September, BirdLife Melbourne members and 
FOWP volunteers worked together at a planting day to 
acknowledge our cooperation. It was great to see the work 
that is being done at the park, with extensive revegetation 
and habitat creation. We worked on the southern extension 
to the park, planting along an embankment and around a 
newly created wetland. We heard about the history of the 
park and ongoing work as we walked round and managed 
to see some good birds, including Pallid Cuckoo and 
Black-fronted Dotterels. There is also a BirdLife Melbourne 
display in the noticeboard which shows all the birds that 
can be found there. I can recommend Westgate Park as an 
interesting place for a walk or you could help FOWP at one 
of their regular volunteer workdays.

Westgate Park planting day
For several years, surveys were carried out on the Alcoa 
site near Geelong by Rob Ganly. Alcoa funded the surveys 
and the money was used for various conservation projects. 
With the closure of the Alcoa site, the surveys have now 
stopped and a final donation was given to the Friends of 
Westgate Park to assist with their conservation work.

Book review: Cranes, Herons and Storks of 
Australia
David Hollands notes in the introduction to his book 
Cranes, Herons and Storks of Australia that 

Australia has a reputation as the dry continent, a land 
of droughts, deserts and dust storms. For large parts of 
the country this is true but it also has a huge amount of 
fresh water, some of it permanent, some seasonal and 
some occasional. The amount of occasional water may, at 
times, be enormous, with vast areas of land submerged 
under flood, albeit of an ephemeral nature. Perhaps this 
situation will last forever but there is much to suggest 
otherwise.

In this wet year, these are wise words from the doctor, 
suggesting that we should take every opportunity to watch 
and study the cranes, herons and storks of Australia while 
there is time.

Friends, acquaintances, BirdLife staff and those who were 
enamoured by David Hollands’ previous books gathered at 
the BirdLife National Office on 13 October for the launch 
of David’s new book. Sean Dooley introduced David who 
gave thanks to naturalists, farmers and friends, and not 
to forget his wife, all who supported him in producing this 
book. Some of them found nests and young and called on 
David so he could photograph them. Some had further wet 
adventures so David could get close to these birds with his 
camera.

The net result of David’s labours is a stunning book 
complete with many splendid photographs. Having bought 
a copy, I brought it to my work and left it on the lunch 
room table. Many of my colleagues saw it and were 
immediately enraptured by the photography. The book 
is an excellent promoter of birds and birdwatching, for 
it demonstrates the beauty and glory of cranes, herons 
and storks, and that will be seen by both bird-watchers or 
non-birders. In short it would make a good addition to any 
coffee table or library.

Scot Sharman, BirdLife Melbourne committee member

President’s update
I would like to wish all BirdLife Melbourne members a 
happy Christmas and hope you find time to get out and do 
some birding. We’ve had a great year of outings, talks and 
other events that I hope you have been able to participate 
in. I’d like to thank the committee and also the many 
others who help to run our activities - a special thank you 
to Millie Scicluna, who has recently left the committee 
after working on conservation issues, preparing newsletter 
articles and, with her family and others, running the annual 
barbeques.

Please check out BirdLife Australia’s new birdata portal 
at birdata.birdlife.org.au. It’s an easy and fun way to 
make your bird records more valuable for research and 
conservation. While the system has controls to avoid 
details of sensitive records being made public, I’d like to 
remind you to follow BirdLife’s Ethical Birding Guidelines 
and avoid disclosing precise details of, for example, rare 
breeding birds or owl roosts on any public websites or 
social media.

I look forward to seeing you at our activities in 2017.

Alan Crawford


